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Course Description
NT3 is an introduction to the study of the General Epistles (Hebrews-Revelation), emphasizing Greek exegesis and biblical theology.  Students will consider the historical setting and literary structure of these books while developing their exegetical skills by working with selected texts.  Growth in doing biblical theology and expository ministry is also expected.  Prerequisites:  BBL510, BBL511, BBL672, and BBL677.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of the course requirements students should be able to:

· rehearse the basic facts of “introduction” for each of the General Epistles.

· demonstrate increased skill in Greek translation, grammar and exegesis.

· grasp select elements of the distinctive biblical theology of the General Epistles.

· connect the strong ethical teaching of these epistles into current church settings.

Course Requirements
1.
Course Textbooks and Reading Requirement
· Each Student is to read a minimum of 1500 pages for the semester.  All reading but the Bible counts toward this total.  Reading will include texts, scheduled readings and reading for weekly exegetical work and the semester project

· A Meadors Reading Report form (attached) is to be maintained and turned in at the final class.

Required “texts”:
Carson, D. and Moo, D.  An Introduction to the New Testament.  Second Edition.  Grand 


Rapids:  Zondervan, 2005. [Read as assigned in schedule]
Lieu, Judith.  The Theology of the Johannine Epistles.  New Testament Theology.  Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1991. [Read entire volume as an example of doing biblical 
theology]
Martin, R. and Davids, P., editors.  Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments.  
Downers Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 1997. [Read assigned items in schedule]
Wallace, Daniel B.  Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1996. 
[Read selections you choose as you do exegetical work and research on texts]
Recommended for Library Building (some on reserve for scheduled reading; See also Meadors NT bibliography for library building distributed in NT1):

Davids, Peter H.  The Letters of 2 Peter and Jude.  The Pillar New Testament Commentary.  
Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2006.

Green, Joel D.  1 Peter.  The Two Horizons New Testament Commentary.  Grand Rapids:  
Eerdmans, 2007.
Lieu, Judith M.  I, II, III John: A Commentary.  The New Testament Library.  Louisville:  
Westminster John Knox Press, 2008.

Wall, Robert W.  Community of the Wise:  The Letter of James.  The New Testament in Context.  
Valley Forge:  Trinity Press International, 1997.
2.
Weekly Requirements
Written and Oral Translation—Language based courses require intense focus on the biblical text.  You will be called upon to translate directly from your “clean” GNT.  Computer based texts are not to be used in the classroom for reading or parsing (computers should not be opened during class).  All translation homework will follow the Meadors Method:  A complete parsing sheet with your translation written out separately.  After the sight translation is rendered, you may check and correct your written work.  A parsing sheet is attached and you may download a copy from www.gmeadors.com .
Readings per the Schedule.
Class Discussion—The course schedule will indicate brief written assignments, “page statements,” that provide the content you should be prepared to discuss during class sessions.  The content of these brief reflective items should be based on reading/research about the texts and not just your impromptu observations.
Formal Introductions to each General Epistle are required throughout the semester.  These introductions should cover the basic areas of authorship, audience, setting, date, key theme contributions, etcetera.
Attendance—Perfect attendance is expected.  Any more than 2 absences will constitute an automatic failure for the course (adjusted for the new CU 14 week system).  You would be wise to save your margin of 2 absences for providential hindrances such as health and weather.  If you elect to use your margin for other reasons (such as getting married or taking vacations or mission trips), you will still live with the allowed margin only.  Institutional policy requires your presence during the final exam week with no exceptions.
3.
Semester paper/project

NT3 is the final course in the NT series.  Consequently, your skills are expected to be at the top of their game.  GRTS uses your paper in NT3 to assess our instructional goals and achievement/s in your life.  This paper becomes part of your portfolio.  Consequently, the format of the paper is designed to reflect your accumulated skills and to fit our assessment goals.

· You are to choose a self-contained pericope (usually is a paragraph or a section clearly defined as a unit within its respective part of the epistle; aim at about 5-10 verses depending on the nature of the content) that contains data that is challenging for a research project.
· Thoroughly research your pericope with at least the following issues in mind:

1. Provide a literal translation that takes into consideration textual critical issues (i.e. mss readings; e.g. Metzger’s Textual Commentary), special grammatical issues (e.g. Wallace), and compare your text to several key modern translations (e.g. how Meadors does it in BibHerm) in order to raise or highlight how translation is interpretation.

2. Identify all genre/literary related issues.

3. Identify and clarify key historical and/or cultural issues related to the target text.

4. Clearly state how your pericope fits in the structure/argument of the epistle.

5. Be sure to pursue words that are key to the context, showing an awareness of diachronic and synchronic issues.

6. Clearly identify and clarify the exegetically and theologically challenging pieces of your text.  It is thorough and comprehensive reading/research that will alert you to these issues.

7. Conclude your work with a well-composed abstract of the value of your text for the reader of Scripture.

8. Provide one appendix:  “A Sermon Outline for ….”  Here you will demonstrate how you would preach this text.
· Compose your work into a formal term paper format (i.e. Turabian and SBL Style Handbook).
· Your paper is due at class time Week 12.  During the final class (Week 14), you will distribute a one-page abstract of your work and comment on what you learned.
Course Grading Philosophy and Scale

Course grade distribution:



Translation/Exegetical Worksheets





and Oral Translation Skill

10%


Weekly Scheduled “Page” Statements
20%


Reading Report/s



20%


Introduction Papers



20%


Semester Project



30%
Grading is both a science (e.g. assigning numerical value to objective material; following expected objective standards) and an art (professorial judgment in regard to the class continuum).

When letter grades are assigned, they represent the following judgments:

· A = Exceptional performance, clearly beyond the expected standards.  Student exhibits comprehensive knowledge, cogent oral and written communication, independent application of course material, interaction with scholarly theory, correct spelling and grammar with proper form and style.
· B = Expected standards have been met.  Student grasps goals of assignments, communicates with few errors, organizes and develops thoughts clearly, shows awareness of relevant scholarship.

· C = Expected standards have not been met in crucial areas.  Basic understanding has been achieved but organization of ideas is weak, interaction with scholarship is inadequate, and communication is hindered by a significant lack of attention to the details of spelling, grammar, form and style.

· D = Expected standards have not been met.  Work is marginally acceptable for credit.  Serious misunderstanding of basic conceptual framework of course principles exists.  Extreme weakness in analysis, organization and communication of ideas is apparent.

· F = Failure to meet standards permeates the work and/or evidence of cheating or plagiarism exists.
GRTS numerical grading scale:


98-100 = A
92-94 = B+
82-84 = C+
72-74 = D+
0-67 = F


95-97   = A-
88-91 = B
78-81 = C
68-71 = D




85-87 = B-
75-77 = C-

Course Policies
Papers and Projects—Papers in Bible and Theology courses should be formatted and sources documented according to the GRTS Guideline for Papers and Theses (see sample footnotes and bibliography on p. 13-16). This guideline is based on the Turabian/Chicago Manual of Style and the SBL Handbook of Style. Please consult these works at the following link:  



http://grts.cornerstone.edu/programs/research 
Papers in Ministry and Counseling courses may be formatted and sources documented according to APA Style.  Information on this style can be found at the following link:



http://grts.cornerstone.edu/programs/research
Inclusive Language—As noted in the GRTS academic catalog, writing and discussion should reflect the GRTS policy on inclusive language when referring to other people, regardless of their gender, nationality, culture, social class or religion.

Copyright Violation and Plagiarism—Copyright violation and plagiarism have serious ramifications for Cornerstone students, both legally (the former) and ethically (the latter). Unauthorized copying or use of copyrighted materials, including downloaded files of various kinds, can result in criminal charges and fines. Plagiarizing another’s words or ideas (passing them off as your own) can result in loss of grade or failure. For a fuller explanation of these issues or of CU’s copyright policy, see Miller Library’s website under “Research: Copyright Questions.”
Disability accommodation- The University will make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  The purpose of accommodation is to provide equal access to educational opportunities to students affected by disabilities, and the university does not intend that the standards be altered, nor that the essential elements of programs or courses be changed.  Students having documented disabilities may apply for accommodations through Student Disability Services (SDS), which is part of the Cornerstone University Learning Center located in Miller Hall on the main campus.  

In the event that students have questions regarding whether they are eligible for accommodations, how they might provide appropriate documentation of disabilities, or how they might handle a disagreement with a professor over questions of accommodation, the Director of Academic Support should be contacted immediately at (616) 222-1596 or via email at learningcenter@cornerstone.edu.  Further information about applying for and utilizing accommodations is provided in the Student Handbook and on the university’s website.  
Contacting the professor—The most efficient procedure to contact the professor is email:  gmeadors@cornerstone.edu.  His office phone is 616-222-1558, but please do not leave messages that expect a return call.  Emails will receive a response as appropriate but phone calls will not.  Dr. Meadors is in his office a great deal, so catch him there as well.
BBL678 NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES 3:  THE GENERAL EPISTLES

COURSE SCHEDULE FOR 14 WEEK COURSE PLAN FALL 2009








YOUR INITIALS ON
 THE LINE MEANS 







YOU READ YOUR MATERIAL “ON 







TIME” (If not, then explain what you did)
Week 1

9/11

Introduction to the Course



The Contribution/s of the General Epistles to the NT Canon



Carson/Moo 23-76; DLNT 471-484


_____________________
Week 2

9/18

Translate Hebrews 1:1-4 (full Meadors Parsing sheets)



The Structure and Message of Hebrews



Carson/Moo 596-618; DLNT 443-484

_____________________


Hebrews Intro DUE

Week 3

9/25

Translate Hebrews 5:11-6:12 (Meadors Parsing sheets always to be filled out)



Research “Conditional Perseverance” and prepare a page statement.


DLNT 326-330




_____________________
Week 4

10/2

Translate James 1:1-18



Define trials and temptation



The Structure and Message of James



Carson/Moo 619-635; DLNT 545-561

_____________________
Week 5


10/9

Translate James 3:1-12



Read:
DLNT 367-370



_____________________


James Intro DUE

Week 6

10/16

Translate 1 Peter 1:13-25



Prepare a page:  “Living Holy According to 1 Peter”



The Structure and Message of 1 Peter



Carson/Moo 336-351; DLNT 907-923; 977-984
_____________________
Week 7

10/23

Translate 1 Peter 5:1-11



Prepare a page:  “Peter’s View of Ministry”



1 Peter Intro DUE

Week 8

10/30

Translate 2 Peter 1:1-11



Prepare a page:  “2 Peter’s View of Spiritual Life”



The Structure and Message of 2 Peter



Carson/Moo 654-668; DLNT 923-927; 977-984
____________________
Week 9

11/6

Translate 2 Peter 2:10b-22



Prepare a page:  “What Makes a False Teacher?”



2 Peter Intro DUE
WARNING … PLAN AHEAD by noting the items due WEEK 12
Week 10

11/13

Translate Jude



The Structure and Message of Jude



Prepare a list of “triplets” from the text of Jude



Carson/Moo 688-696; DLNT 382-384; 611-621
___________________


Jude Intro DUE

Week 11

11/20

Translate 2 and 3 John  



Prepare a page:  “Church Life at the End of the First Century According to 2 


and 3 John”



Carson/Moo 669-687; DLNT 306-309; 400-412; 587-599
_____________
11/27

THANKSGIVING BREAK (Mon and Tues classes meet)

Week 12

12/4

Translate 1 John 2:18-3:3



The Structure and Message of 1 John



Prepare a page:  “Eternal Life is … According to 1 John”



1, 2, 3 John Intros DUE


Reading of Lieu DUE


SEMESTER PAPER-PROJECT DUE
Week 13

12/11

Translate Revelation 1:17-20; 3:14-22; 22:18-21


Carson/Moo 696-725; DLNT 55-68; 1025-1038
_________________
Week 14
FINAL EXAM WEEK (Friday classes meet on Monday)

12/14

Abstracts and discussion of semester projects



Revelation Intro DUE


Comprehensive Reading Report Form DUE
· Turn in this schedule for the stipulated reading.

· Turn in a Meadors Reading Report form for all other reading.
SEMESTER SUMMARY


Translation of Biblical Texts



Hebrews 1:1-4; 5:11-6:12



James 1:1-18; 3:1-12



1 Peter 1:13-25; 5:1-11



2 Peter 1:1-11; 2:10b-22



Jude 1-25



2, 3 John (all)



1 John 2:18-3:3



Revelation 1:17-20; 3:14-22; 22:18-21

Preparation of “Page Statements”



“Conditional Perseverance”


Define Trials and Temptations


Living Holy According to 1 Peter



Peter’s View of Ministry



2 Peter’s View of Spiritual Life



What Makes a False Teacher?



Triplets in Jude


Church Life at the End of the First Century According to 2 & 3 John 



Eternal life is … According to 1 John

Introductions to Each of the General Epistles



Hebrews



James  



1 Peter



2 Peter



Jude



1, 2, 3 John (individual introductions)



Revelation

Reading Reports (1500 pages minimum)


Exegetical Paper
MEADORS READING REPORT FORM

	DATE
	SOURCE
	Pages Read

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	PROVIDE A TOTAL OF THE PAGES READ … HERE 
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